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Antisepsis for reduction of human misery
LISTER JOSEPH
Lister Joseph (1827 to 1912), Fa-
ther of Modern Surgery, British Sur-
geon and discoverer of the use of anti-
septics was born in Upton, Essex on
April 5, 1827; renowned for his estab-
lishment of antiseptic methods in sur-
gery and the use of antiseptics in the
operation theatre.
Antisepsis is prevention of infection by micro-organisms
by inhibiting the growth of such infectious agents. Antiseptic
is a substance capable of achieving antisepsis.
He introduced the method of antiseptic surgery in a London
Hospital in 1867, I le worked as Professor of Surgery at Glasgow.
Before 1860s many people used to die of wound infec-
tion after trauma (injury), surgical operation, etc.
A sufficiently dilute solution of carbolic acid would kill
germs but not harm tissues in the human body. So, as a ritual,
he began treating everything with weak carbolic acid solution.
Operations were performed under a spray of diluted carbolic